THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDOXALL
would like   a  friendly  talk so   that he might explain his

position."

I had not much hope of such a conference and said so,
However, I asked those mentioned and some others. They saw
through the manoeuvre at once and refused to come. I went
back and told Usher. This was the last attempt of MacDonald
to make overtures to the Party that he had deserted.

As it turned out, a temporary truce was patched up in,the
Cabinet, and, with their triumph at the Election, the control
of the policy of the Government passed completely into the
hands of the Conservatives. What is significant of the whole
episode is that it illustrates MacDonald's characteristic fore-
bodings and his constant care to safeguard his position in any
eventuality.
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